Supplemental Information to

FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY
AND
PARTNER UNIVERSITIES IN CHINA

SPECIAL ACADEMIC PROGRAM IN FINANCE

I. Florida State University (http://www.fsu.edu/)

Florida State University (FSU) is one of the nation's elite research universities that hold the
Carnegie Foundation's highest designation, Doctoral/Research University-Extensive. FSU offers
a distinctive academic environment built on its cherished values and unique heritage, a
welcoming campus on the oldest continuous site of higher education in Florida, championship
athletics, and a prime location in the heart of the state capital.

The U.S. News & World Report ranked FSU the 40" top public university in 2013 and the most
efficient (1% place) high quality university in the country for the second year in a row (2013,
2014). The Princeton Review and USA Today ranked FSU the 4™ “Best Value” public university
in the nation in 2012. In addition, the Kiplinger ranks FSU the “Best Values in Public College”
in 2014, which is designated to four-year schools that combine the most outstanding education
with the most economic value. Further, FSU is one of the only two “pre-eminent” universities in
the state of Florida.

FSU’s 16 colleges offer more than 275 undergraduate, graduate, doctoral, professional and
specialist degree programs, including medicine and law, covering a broad array of disciplines
critical to society today. Each year the University awards over 2,000 graduate and professional
degrees. Currently, the total number of students enrolled at FSU is over 40,000.

FSU is located in Tallahassee, the capital of the state of Florida. The population in the
Tallahassee metropolitan area is nearly 400,000. Tallahassee is a center for trade and agriculture
in the Florida Panhandle and is served by Tallahassee Regional Airport (TLH). Tallahassee is
about 1-2 hours from the Gulf of Mexico, 4 hours to Orlando, FL, 5 hours to Atlanta, GA, and 7
hours to Miami, FL.

I1. College of Business (http://www.cob.fsu.edu/)

Founded in 1950, the College of Business is one of the nation’s youngest business schools, yet
its reputation for excellence has helped it to become one of the 10 largest. The College of
Business is accredited by the AACSB International — The Association to Advance Collegiate
Schools of Business. Organized in 1916, AACSB International is the premier accrediting agency
for bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degree programs in Business Administration and
Accounting.


http://www.fsu.edu/
http://www.cob.fsu.edu/

In 2014, U.S. News & World Report ranked the College of Business undergraduate program No.
40 among public institutions in the nation and No. 62 among all institutions. The college has
over 100 full-time faculty members including one Francis Eppes professor, eight eminent
scholars, three university-named professors, 27 endowed named professors and five fellows. The
college also offers seven majors at the doctoral level. Classes are available through the college’s
five  departments:  Accounting, Finance, = Management, = Marketing and Risk
Management/Insurance, Real Estate & Legal Studies.

I11. Department of Finance
(http://www.cob.fsu.edu/Academic-Programs/Departments/Finance)

There are currently 19 faculty members in the Department of Finance, including 14 tenure-track
or tenured faculty. Our faculty members hold Ph.D. from University of Pennsylvania, UCLA,
UC-Berkeley, University of Minnesota, The Ohio State University, Purdue University, and
University of North Carolina, among others. Presently, faculty members are working in a variety
of finance areas, including corporate, portfolio management, capital markets, hedging, financial
institutions, payment systems, behavioral finance, and international finance.

Our faculty members are well recognized for producing high quality, innovative research, with
several being acknowledged as worldwide experts in their fields. James Ang, Bank of America
Eminent Scholar and Professor of Finance, is ranked the 14th most prolific author in the 26 core
finance journals and No. 30 in the seven leading finance journals. Bong Soo Lee, Patty Hill
Smith Eminent Scholar in Finance, is recognized as the most productive Korean finance scholar
in the world. He is also ranked the top 20 most prolific publishers based on quality journals in
finance. David Peterson, Wachovia Professor of Business Administration, is ranked the 20th
most prolific author in the 26 core finance journals and No. 95 in the seven leading finance
journals. For recent publication list of the finance faculty, visit:
http://www.cob.fsu.edu/Academic-Programs/Departments/Finance/Faculty-
Research/Publications

The Department of Finance is home to the BB&T Center for Free Enterprise, the Gene
Taylor/Bank of America Center for Banking & Financial Studies, the $1.5million Student
Investment Fund, and a Bloomberg terminal equipped trading room. The Department of Finance
also hosts an ongoing SunTrust Speaker Series and an annual FSU SunTrust Beach Conference.
Currently, there are about 1,100 undergraduate finance majors, 36 Master of Science in Finance
(MSF) students, and 12 doctoral students.

IV. Value of Special Academic Program in Finance: Additional Support from the
Department

The value of this special academic program is further enhanced by the additional opportunities
and services that partner university students will also receive from the Finance Department and
the University.


http://www.cob.fsu.edu/Academic-Programs/Departments/Finance
http://www.cob.fsu.edu/Academic-Programs/Departments/Finance/Faculty-Research/Publications
http://www.cob.fsu.edu/Academic-Programs/Departments/Finance/Faculty-Research/Publications

The Finance Department is committed to making this special program a valuable academic and
professional experience for partner university students and will provide them with the following
opportunities.

1. The Finance Department will institute a merit-based $1,500/semester assistantship (or $3,000
per academic year) that will be awarded to one out of every five students from the same
partner university. Students will be monitored for continued progress and the assistantship
may be given to another student in the next semester. The student will assist a faculty
member with a research project for 5 hours/week.

2. Each student will be assigned a graduate student mentor (Master’s or doctoral students) who
will provide help for two hours per week on a variety of academic-related issues: course
work, research projects, English-language-related difficulties, and others.

3. Students will have access to attending the SunTrust Speaker Series, which invites top finance
scholars from the U.S. universities to present their latest research to our faculty and students.

4. Students will have access to attending the Professional Speaker Series presented by
successful high-level industry professionals.

5. Students who choose the optional Individualized Research Project study will have access to
Bloomberg terminal in our state-of-art trading room and will have an opportunity to obtain a
Bloomberg certification, which is a valuable professional certification.

6. Students who choose the optional Individualized Research Project study will be given access
to the leading finance research databases, such as CRSP, COMPUSTAT, SDC Platinum,
DataStream and others, to facilitate their research.

7. Students will be included in the departmental social events to give them an opportunity to
interact with the faculty and graduate students in informal settings.

V. Additional Support from the University

The Center for Global Engagement (CGE) will provide special staff to support students during
this program and help them integrate into the campus and community culture. Students accepted
into the program will be contacted by staff members to provide information about FSU as well as
the necessary immigration documents to apply for an F1 student visa. The CGE will reserve
housing in the residence hall, meet students at the Tallahassee airport, and provide ongoing
orientation to help students succeed in the new environment. Peer mentors, CGE student staff,
will serve as ongoing resources and involve partner university students in a variety of social and
cultural events.
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